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I N T R O D U C T I O N
Professional handball is a complex ecosystem. In addition to the
uncertainty of the sporting outcome, what happens on and around the
40x20 is often a reflection of multiple decisions taken upstream within the
professional handball governing bodies. 

In France, the unions of Men Handball such as the Association des Joueurs
Professionnels de Handball (AJPH - Players' union), 7Master (coaches' union),
and the Union des Clubs Professionnels de Handball (UCPH - Clubs'union)
have their place in the handball governing bodies: they participate in
working groups, debates, meetings and votes. 

This is not always the case in other European leagues. At a european or
international level, players are represented by EHPU (European Handball
Players Union) of which the AJPH is a member. However, the governance is
different and does not always include the social partners in the decision
making process. EHPU's room for manoeuvre remains limited and it has
been proven that it can be complicated to have a strong influence on the
EHF/IHF bodies. 

In recent years, the multiplicity of interests other than sporting ones has
opened the door to numerous developments, proposals for change and avenues
of reflection. The professional players are the last link in the chain: they are
consulted and heard through us, but the players' weight in the final decisions is
limited. The players on the court apply and sometimes even undergo, the
decisions taken in the offices of the handball governing bodies.

One of the missions of the AJPH or 7Master is to bring the debate back to the
reality of the court, to the essence of our sport. Sometimes as a guard,
sometimes as a facilitator, our structures are there to remind us of the
importance of finding a balance between sporting interests and economic
interests, between sport and marketing/entertainment. 

One of the challenges of our representative structures is to represent our public
as well as possible: to inform them, to raise their awareness, to gather the
majority position and to carry this voice. With a public of more than 350
member (Male players)coming from different clubs, with different situations and
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T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S

interests, the exercise can sometimes be perilous but it is rich in experience. 

While the pandemic has only strengthened the permanent contacts between
the AJPH and the players, we wished to take advantage of this moment to
make a general point on the evolution of professional handball by giving the
floor to the main protagonists: the professional players. Indeed, the COVID-19
crisis has intensified the uncertainties, and has raised a lot of questions from
players. This white paper is the reflection of many hours of debates, of visits
to all the clubs, of synthesis and polls to come up with major trends on
different topics. 

These numerous proposals will be put forward at the various meetings. The
aim of this white paper is also to make the position of the players more
widely known, even if the players are not represented in the relevant
commissions (e.g. the IHF's playing rules commission). It also complements
initiatives already in place (e.g. meetings organised between players and the
French refereeing commission). More broadly, this white paper aims to
contribute to the ongoing development of our sport in a concerted and
constructive manner. 

Please note that this white paper has been produced within the framework of
men's handball, due to the differences in governance and our weight in men's
handball bodies for several years now. We reserve the right to adapt this
white paper to the women's sector in the coming months/years. 
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RULES OF THE GAME: THE 7 AGAINST 6
RULE, PASSIVE PLAY, OFFENSIVE FOUL

REFEREEING

ATTRACTIVENESS OF HANDBALL IN
FRANCE

FORMAT OF COMPETITIONS

CALENDAR AND RHYTHM OF THE
SEASON

OTHERS

The following topics
are covered in the
white paper:
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A total of         players participated in the survey,
out of a total of        professional players in the
1st and 2nd divisions. This represents a
participation of              .

M E T H O D O L O G Y
Each season, the AJPH, in collaboration to the French
League (LNH) conducts a meeting with the professional
players of each club of Liqui Moly StarLigue (1st league)
and Proligue (2nd league) before the first official
matches. In 2021, this involved 32 professional men's
clubs (16 Liqui Moly StarLigue and 16 Proligue clubs). 

This meeting addresses topics such as the integrity of
competitions and other topics (concussions, dual career
management, progress in labour relations etc.). 

During our tour from July to September 2021, we devoted
20-30 minutes to a debate on the rules of the game, the
evolution of our sport, the competition formats, asking
the players what would be their limits. During this time,
the players were free to debate among themselves, to
raise issues and to express themselves on several
proposals by giving arguments and counter arguments.

All the proposals put forward by the players of the 32
professional clubs were then classified by major theme. A
survey was carried out among all the professional players
of these two divisions to find out the majority position of
our public. The survey was available in English and
French.
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326
463

70,4%
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M E T H O D O L O G Y

In this white paper, we have developed all the proposals
submitted to the vote, and we have tried to show the
majority arguments but also some nuances that were
brought. 

The white paper was then submitted for review to the
contact players (2 players per team) we gathered in a
whatsapp group. The proposals or subjects emanating
from this white paper are now proposed for debate /
sharing / exchange with all handball stakeholders. 
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Of the          players who responded, 
 players responded in French and      in
English. 

In addition :
           of the players who responded play in
the Liqui Moly Starligue

           of the players play in the Proligue 

274326
52

44,8%

55,2%

SEASON 2021- 2022WHITE PAPER - PLAYERS //



To play with more players in attack (with 7 attackers
against 6 defenders and a goalkeeper)
To compensate for a two minutes suspension (and thus
return to 6 outfield players against 6 outfield players) 

The so-called "7 against 6 rule" is the possibility for a
goalkeeper to leave the playing court to allow an outfield
player to enter the playing court. This rule replaced the one
which allowed the goalkeeper to leave the playing court and
a field player wearing a bib or a goalkeeper's jersey to enter:
as long as the player wearing the bib did not leave the field,
the goalkeeper could not take his place in the goal. Now, as
soon as any outfield player comes out, the goalkeeper is
allowed to take his place in the goal. This rule is mainly used
in two cases: 

P L A Y E R S '  O P I N I O N
0 6

R U L E S  O F  T H E  G A M E

7  A G A I N S T  6
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            of the players would like to limit the use of this rule
during a match.
            want it to be used only to compensate for an 2 min
suspension. 
            of the players want it to be used only to play with 7
field players 

This rule is slowing down the pace of the match. It makes
the match less spectacular for the spectators and television
viewers. 
The effect of the 2 min suspension is erased, as it gives the
sanctioned team the possibility to attack with 6 against 6. 

During our various summer meetings to the different
professional clubs, we could see that the use of this rule was
the subject of a lively debate. 

The majority of our 32 visits and the verbal exchanges
suggested that the majority of players were against this 7
against 6 rule. They argued that the application of this rule
distort the very essence of handball. In addition, many felt that
it did not help the general public to understand the game.

However, the result of the survey shows that            of the
players are generally speaking in favour of the possibility of
playing with 7 players. 

Nevertheless, although the majority is in favour of using this
rule, the survey shows that            of the players would prefer
an adjustment of this one:

For the players who are opposed to this rule, various arguments
are put forward: 

Note that the players prefer to limit the use of the current rule
rather than revert to the previous rule:       do not wish to
revert to the anterior rule. 
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27,6%

62,5%

55,9%

11,9%

60,5%

67%
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The passive play rule is also subject to debate, and is not
seen in the same way by all players.
However,             of the players feel that the current rule (6
passes allowed from the moment the referees raise their arm)
is better than the previous one. As a reminder, the old rule
was totally at the discretion of the referees who whistled for
"passive play" when a team kept the ball in possession of
their own team, without an attempt to attack or shoot at goal
being recognisable. 

Currently,           of the players feel that the rule is generally
whistled incorrectly by the referees or whistled unfairly,
particularly with regard to when the referee raises his arm. 
Furthermore, despite the possibility of shortening the 6
passes if the attacking team drags the game, giving thus the
possibility for referees to whistle, according to the players,
this possibility is almost never whistled, which lengthens the
passive play. 

Concerning the reduction of this rule to four passes (IHF
decisions for next season),           of the players  are opposed
to this reduction. 
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R U L E S  O F  T H E  G A M E

P A S S I V E  P L A Y S

41,4%

82,1%

67%
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In order to improve the legibility of the rule, some players
suggest that the remaining passes should be made more
legible, for example by asking the referees to indicate them
with their fingers while raising their arm.

As an alternative to this rule,              of the players would be
in favour of removing the 6 or 4 passes and replace it by a time
limit (to be defined) which would be triggered as soon as the
referee raises his arm (e.g. 8 seconds). They believe that the
rule will be better understood and will cause less frustration
from the players towards the referees. 
Some also suggested limiting the number of neutralisations.
This would avoid the succession of free throws sometimes
triggered by the attack. 

In addition, and for your information, a large minority of
players (        ) have proposed the introduction of attacking
time. They believe that handball should be inspired by the
basketball rule in this respect to make the game more dynamic.
With this in mind, we asked the players when the stopwatch
should start during an attack of 30 seconds (example). Two
suggestions came out very strongly: 
-As soon as the ball passes the midfield 
-As soon as the ball passes the middle of the field: 
- As soon as the goalkeeper throws the ball in or when a field
player makes his first catch.

However, we should keep in mind that            of the players are
not in favour of this, arguing that at the end of the match the
team leading by one goal for example, would not take any risks
and would not necessarily go for the goal, thus taking
advantage of the time available.
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54,1%

45,9%

55,9%

P A S S I V E  P L A Y
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For many seasons, the offensive foul has been the subject of
much debate. First of all, in terms of understanding the rule,
we note that :
            of the professional players think they know the rule
without being 100% sure, 
             are certain they know the rule perfectly
And               claim not to know the rule. 

Nevertheless, more than       of the players think that the
rule is not clear enough. More than          of the players think
that the interpretation of the rule by the referees is not clear
enough and that, depending on the couple of referees, the
player who attacks or defends is whistled very differently.
After a lot of feedback at our annual meetings, we asked the
players how they would like to see the rule changed: 
-Remove the current rule (      )
-Clarify it (       )
-Change it (      )
-Keep it this way (       )

 

1 0
R U L E S  O F  T H E  G A M E

O F F E N S I V E  F O U L

62,4%

36,7%

3%

0,93%

66%
85%

73%
9%

15%
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We asked the players to make proposals to clarify it. Many
players wanted to use the basketball model: the defender
should establish a legal initial defensive position by facing the
ball carrier with both feet on the ground. 

During our meetings, many players have mentioned situations
of offensive foul in the first part of the court. It was noted that
this foul generally favours the principle of flopping (= the fact
that a player falls to the ground or throws himself backwards
voluntarily after light contact with an opponent, with the aim
of having the referee call a personal foul. This is a type of
simulation). 

Many players questioned whether this is an offensive foul
situation or not, due to the inconsistency of the refereeing
decisions in this situation. 

More than          of the players would be in favor to end the
whistle in the first half of the playing court. They explained
that in the vast majority of cases it is impossible for the
attacker to avoid the defender in front of him. To take this a
step further, some of them felt that the defender should be
punished. 
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51%

O F F E N S I V E  F O U L

O T H E R S  R U L E S

GREY zone: 
Many players were not aware of the "Grey zone" principle.
During a meeting organized between players and referees, a
player asked the referees what was the grey zone. They
explained that in order decide whether to whistle or not when a
player is playing defense inside the 6 meters line, it could have
a grey zone of a few centimetres of tolerance.
The majority of the players felt that this grey zone added more
misunderstanding and interpretation to the rule and would like
to see it removed.
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1 2
WHEN TO ACCEPT A GOAL WHEN TIME IS FINISHED 
Players have also brought up the rules about goals at the buzzer at the end
of a game.         of the players are in favour of awarding the goal if and
only if the ball has left the shooter's hand before the end of the time. 
 Currently a goal is validated when the entire ball crosses the entire width
of the goal line. 

70%

R E F E R E E I N G

G E N E R A L

Before discussing the role of the referees and the ways in which the
players would like to see improvements in order to maintain a good
relationship, we wanted to know the position of the players on the role
of interpretation and appreciation of referees in handball.
      of the players feel that handball is too much subject to the
interpretation of the referees. They think that the evolution of the rules
should go in the direction of limiting the appreciation given to the
referees. The players are generally aware of the speed of the game and
the complexity of refereeing certain high-level matches. They think that
referees should be helped in their mission and that some rules should
be simplified or at least that the appreciation should have a less
important place in handball.

Numerous subjects concerning the improvement of the relationship
between players and referees and refereeing in general were discussed
during the summer visits. 
The wish for a third referee is regularly mentioned:         of the players
are in favour of it. They argue that this would allow for a better balance
and a better redistribution of roles among the referees. 

86,1%

71.3%
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Ensuring that the ball has crossed the goal line 
Checking a gross foul away from the ball and out of the
referees' field of vision 
Red card (hit in the face...)

Another subject that has been the subject of debate for many
seasons and has already been tried out at international level is
video replay system. The players  are almost unanimously in
favour of video refereeing, with more than        of them being
in favour. 
Aware of the time it will take to get used to the system in order
to have the shortest possible breaks, they believe that it should
be implemented quickly so that it is easy to use and practise in
the years to come. 
The players and international players highlight the fact that
since the 2017 World Championship and the first use of video
replay system, this device has not been generalised to the
world of professional handball at national level. They are
however aware that this requires the adaptation of certain sport
halls, especially for the installation of goal line technology.
However, they believe that this should be part of the
projections for the evolution of the handball hall specifications
of professional clubs.

In order to avoid breaks in the rhythm of the matches, the
players are in favour of controlling the use of video replay
system. The players were asked about the desired scope of
application of video refereeing. Here are some proposals that
came up regularly: 

In order not to use video excessively, some players to have a
limited number of video interventions per team (like in
volleyball, 2 possible interventions per set, in case of a
favourable decision, they are kept and limited to four specific
actions). Others propose to limit the use of the video in the last
5 minutes of the game.
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89%

V I D E O  R E P L A Y  S Y S T E M
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After discussions, we noted a widespread frustration about the
difference in status between players and referees. 

Players felt that the fact that referees are not professional and do
not dedicate 100% of their time to training, video work, match
preparation, etc., in the same way as a professional player, can
generate a problem in certain situations. Many players feel that
combining their professional life with refereeing adds stress and
fatigue which can affect their performance as referees. 

        of the players felt that the professionalisation of referees could
be a good solution, and could free up time for referees to come to
clubs more often to referee training sessions, make interventions,
improve their match preparation etc. 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  R E F E R E E S

With the aim of improving communication between the players and
the referees, several teams suggested setting up various meetings
during the season between players and referees.
             of the players are in favour of the referees travelling once a
year to all the professional clubs before the start of the
championship to have time to discuss matters and possibly have the
referees take part in a training session. 

Several players also proposed that a meeting be set up before each
match between the referees and the two team captains.           of the
players are in favour, believing that these exchanges would help to
optimize the player/referee relations during the match, and that it
would be a good moment to warn the players of the points of
vigilance to which the referees will be attentive during the match, in
relation to generalized or recurrent faults identified following the
video analysis. It should be noted that a video conference organised
by the AJPH on Monday 22 November between the referees'
managers, players and several referees enabled an exchange of views
on these two issues. A common will of these different protagonists
emerged to allow these exchanges in the future. The AJPH proposed
to the LNH Board meeting to include the organisation of this pre-
match meeting in the regulations. 

81,5%

95%

67%

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  R E F E R E E S / P L A Y E R S
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For many years, the different actors of handball in France
have been working to make handball more attractive in order
to widen its public and to encourage the show.

If the players are aware of the need to innovate in order to
attract more and more spectators and to improve the
notoriety of our sport, it is important for them to find a
balance between sporting interests and marketing and
commercial interests. 

In order to make a match more spectacular, different
proposals have been made. Last season, some handball
coaches proposed to remove the possibility to have draws
and to organise, if a match results in a draw, a penalty shoot-
out to decide between the two teams. The argument put
forward was that ending a match with a penalty shoot-out
would enhance the spectacle, add drama and be more
attractive to spectators. 

The result of the survey shows that            of the players are
opposed to the proposal to remove the possibility of
finishing with a draw. They argue that it devalues the
previous 60 minutes. Furthermore, they believe that if a team
cannot gain an advantage over its opponent in 60 minutes, it
means that neither team deserve to win. 
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A T T R A C T I V E N E S S  O F
H A N D B A L L  I N  F R A N C E

57,1%
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1) Victory 3pts // Victory 2pts // Defeat 1pt // Defeat 0pt 

2) Win 2pts // Win penalty kicks 2 pts // Lose penalty kicks 1pt
// Lose 0pt (           of the votes)
3) Penalty victory or not 2pts / Defeat 0pt (            of the votes)

Concerning the argument of adding drama at the end a of match:
the players believe that a team that makes a comeback in the last
ten minutes to try to win or draw is just as exciting as a penalty
shoot-out. 

Furthermore, in our meetings some players have argued that a
penalty shoot-out is rare in handball and trivialising it would make
it much less spectacular than it is today.

In the debate on this proposal, the redistribution of points was a
central issue. The majority felt that if the above-mentioned rule
were to be adopted, the current system could not be maintained as
it is. They wanted there to be a difference between losing after 60
minutes and losing after the penalty shoot-out. The same goes for
victory after regulation time and victory after the penalty shoot-
out, in order to value the 60 minutes of matches and thus reward
them.

Three proposals for the redistribution of points were put forward: 

(           of the votes)

Some teams alert the handball players about the possibility of
attempts to make arrangements at the end of the season
depending on the points redistribution system chosen.

Once the debate was launched, the possibility of having two
2x5min extra time matches before a potential penalty shoot-out
was raised. However, after a survey,            are not in favour of
this as they feel that the match would last too long and that the
recovery time would then be impacted. 

Many topics were proposed by the players, in order to make a
match attractive until its end. 
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28,3%

42,5%

29,3%

58,5%

SEASON 2021- 2022WHITE PAPER - PLAYERS //



Some players proposed the introduction of an offensive and defensive bonus,
taking the example that if a team wins a match by more than 10 goals, instead
of gaining 2 points, the victory will earn them 3 points. However, after a
survey, more than         of the players are against this.
The majority of the players argue that it would distort handball. They are of the
same opinion concerning the proposal to give priority to 9-metre goals: more
than          are opposed to it. 

The majority of the players consider that using the same rules as other sports
can give the image of a very uninnovative league. 

Other rules that emerged from the debates to improve the attractiveness of
handball were proposed to the poll, without winning the majority. For your
information we would like to share them with you:
-Proposal: The player who is fouled must take the penalty: Only        of the
respondents were in favour of this. 
- Proposal: remove the throw-on after a goal from the center of the court:
instead throw-on by the goalkeeper:            only were in favour.

In order to make handball more attractive and to add drama for the fans and
people attended the match, it was suggested to the players that they should be
able to set up a descending clock (from 30:00 to 00:00 instead of 00:00 to
30:00). More than         of the respondents do not have a problem with this and
think that it does not influence their view of the match. 

In addition, more than          of the players would like to see a score and time
table behind each goal to make it easier for the players to read, or alternatively
a simple stopwatch behind the goals. Currently in France the obligation is "The
board shall be placed in such a way that it is visible from the official table, the
players' benches and the stands. It may be duplicated to improve visual
comfort." (145.3.4 of the FFHB regulations on sports equipment)

In order to improve the spectacular aspect of the handball television product,
some players made proposals for improvements in the way of filming by
highlighting the shooter's gesture in particular. Following the example of the
NBA, focus could be put on the shooter's hand when the ball leaves the
shooter's hand. Highlighting the finish of the gesture as well as the angles that
the wrist can have when the ball is released, could highlight the numerous
technical gestures present in our sport. 
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72%

93%

89%

60%

13,5%

22,6%
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During the debates, several players agreed that the number of matches
and the pace of matches have only increased over the last few seasons.
The players involved in international and European competitions are all
the more sensitive to this. 
In order to free up dates and lighten the calendar,           of the players
are in favour of having only one national cup instead of having both
Coupe de la Ligue and Coupe de France. 

After asking them about their emotional attachment to each of the
cups, it emerged that            of the players were more attached to the
Coupe de France than to the Coupe de la Ligue. However, they are in
favour of continuing to offer a cup that brings together amateur and
professional handball. Thus, one or two preliminary rounds against
amateur teams could be envisaged and restricted to a territorial
confrontation in order to avoid long journeys. The majority of players
believe that when an amateur team hosts a professional team, it gives
an image of handball celebration, a value that is important to keep. 

In order to keep a major event for the LNH, several teams are in favour
of setting up an event at the end of the calendar year (before
Christmas) that would replace the current Coupe de la Ligue. They
propose a tournament that would bring together the top four teams
(after X days, to be defined in order to know the sports field in
advance). In the minds of the players, this event is not necessarily
linked to a sporting challenge, but could be envisaged in the form of a
gala match.

Some teams playing in a European cup understand the desire to keep
two national cups for non-European teams. They would be in favour of
finding a solution that would allow non-European teams to have media
exposure and a consistent volume of matches.
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C O M P E T I T I O N S
F O R M A T

C U P

54,2%

86,7%
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We polled the players about the ideal number of teams in the Liqui
Moly StarLigue. Here's what they came up with: 
14 teams (           )
16 teams (            )
18 teams (         )

The majority of the players want to remain at 16 teams, but they
insist that the requirements and conditions for playing in the 1st
division should be tightened (more professional contracts, stricter
medical care due to the increased number of matches, better travel,
etc.).

When the move to 18 clubs was discussed a few months ago, one of
the solutions put forward to avoid overloading the calendar was to
organise a championship with two pools and a final phase. The
majority of players are opposed to this (more than        ). 
The majority of the players were in favour of keeping a regular season
for the national championship, explaining that it was important to
play all the teams. 

Some players mentioned that in the event of a change to a 14-team
championship, it might be interesting to set up play-offs/play-downs.
They believe that this could make the championship more attractive
but also allow the mid-table teams to play for "something". However,
after a poll, this proposal only received              of the votes. 

If the replacement of the ranking by points by a ranking by
win/loss/draw had been evoked, after a poll this proposal did not
convince. To corroborate this, more than     of the players are
satisfied with the current distribution of points for the formation of
the ranking. 

Finally, some players point out the lack of clarity for the general
public of a four-day championship, which moreover starts on a
Champions League day. 
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19,4%

 L I Q U I  M O L Y  S T A R L I G U E  C H A M P I O N S H I P

72,3%
8,2%

87%

23,9%

87%
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Just like the Liqui Moly StarLigue championship, we polled the
players about the ideal number of teams in the Proligue
championship: 
-14 teams (            )
-16 teams (            )
-18 teams (       )

They believe that in the absence of European competition and
national cups, this allows for a minimum of 30 matches in the
season. 

Concerning the championship formula, more than         wanted to
keep the principle of regular season and play-off. The players
mention the importance of the event at the end of the season.
Moreover, they believe that the current formula allows the
championship to remain competitive until the last day of the
competition. 

However, the players have some reservations about the current
format of the Play Offs. 
More than          of the Proligue players would like the champion at
the end of the regular season not to play in the Final 4 and to go
directly to the Liqui Moly StarLigue. They are in favour of the
second place for the first division being played between the 2nd,
3rd, 4th and 5th. 

 

2 0
P R O L I G U E  C H A M P I O N S H I P

One of the subjects that came up regularly during our summer
visits was the fact that the pre-season preparation periods for
different teams were too heterogeneous. They would like to see a
common preparation period for all players and rationalised in
terms of duration. This could, for example, be included in an LNH
regulation or in the collective agreement. More than       of the
respondents agreed with this proposal, pointing out that there are
too many preparation matches and that the last pre-season
matches are often against teams from the championship. 

19,4%

75%

9%

C A L E N D A R  &  R H Y T H M  O F  T H E  S E A S O N

71,6%

90%

60%
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4 weeks (          )
5 weeks (        )
6 weeks (           )
7 weeks (         )
8 weeks (          )

Following this debate, we asked the players about the ideal length of
pre-season preparation period: 

Concerning the debates on the general framework of the calendar : 
Each season, the AJPH is part of the calendar working groups in order to
propose to the LNH Board meeting a version of the general framework to
be adopted. 
We wished to take advantage of this survey to reaffirm with the players
the various battles carried out each season: Concerning the organisation
of a championship round between Christmas and New Year,         of the
players are totally unfavourable to it. They believe that not having any
game creates a needed physical and mental break, especially for the
international players concerned by the preparation period at the end of
December/beginning of January, but also to allow foreign players to go
home to celebrate the end of the year with their families.
However,       of them feel that they could consider it if a real project
around this championship day was proposed. For example, if, in
collaboration with a possible partner and/or the television partner, a
major highlighting with means was carried out around this day allowing
a redistribution made to the players following the example of the
German system, this could be discussed.
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Concerning the full 48-hour interval between two matches
(wednesday-saturday or thursday-sunday), more than      players
would like to keep it, considering that recovery is essential given
the density of the season. They would also like this period to be
respected between all types of matches, particularly between
national league matches and Coupe de France or European 
 matches, which has not been the case recently. Having
competitions organized by several organisers (LNH, FFHB, EHF)
should not have consequences on physical integrity of players.

With regard to international competitions: more than       of the
players believe that there should be an international competition
every two years and not every year. This would allow the product
to be better valued: scarcity creates attractiveness, and would also
allow some flexibility in the schedules of international players. 
Some players also questioned the period of the major competitions
(World Cup / Euro) in January. The June period is seen as relevant
by some, although this was not submitted to the survey. 

Furthermore, although it does not concern all teams, the fact that
a championship day is not scheduled on Wednesdays and
Thursdays when international weeks return is seen very favourably
by the players surveyed.

Regarding the end of the championship, the players have
positioned themselves on the following periods: 
-End of May (          )
-Early June (          )
-Mid June (         )
-End of June (         )

The players prefer to have a real mental and physical break, even if
the consequence is a higher pace during the season. 
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Thanks to the action of the AJPH, players are more and more informed
about the different issues and discussions that take place within
professional handball. However, the openness and the consideration of
different interests should not make us forget the very essence of our
profession: the practice of sport. If the players are aware of the
importance of the marketing interests and those linked to the
attractiveness of our sport, it is advisable to always question the impact
that these evolutions could have on the game, on the integrity of the
competitions, on the sporting equity and on the image sent back to our
discipline. 

Through this exercise, the AJPH and the professional players wish to
reiterate the importance of balanced governance in which all players are
represented and listened to. The French example is a good practice and
it is important to continue along this path.

In this white paper, it was important to highlight and publicise the
position of professional players in France on the various issues raised.

We would like to remind you that the aim is to
contribute/participate/share a vision that is not exhaustive, but which is
the one of main protagonists in our handball ecosystem. Through this
white paper, these players, without whom handball would not exist, wish
to bring their view on their activity in a period where professional sport
and its visibility are in full mutation.

We would like to thank all the people and organizations who will read
this white paper.

The AJPH particularly thanks the players for the quality of the debates
during the summer 2021 meetings and for their participation in the
survey. 
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